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Discussion Questions 

1. Several of the future panelists used the phrase “HIV thrives among the marginalized.”  
Why are marginalized and vulnerable populations at higher risk of HIV Infection? 

See pages 34-35, 97-98 

2. The panelists on both panels spent a lot of time talking about stigma.  Why is stigma such 
an important factor in the AIDS epidemic? 

See pages 30-31, 40-42, 95-96, 107-108, 168-170 

3. Both panels included long discussions about the role of religion in the AIDS epidemic.  
Looking backward from today, would you say that religion has helped or hurt the global 
response to HIV and AIDS? 

See pages 39-48, 105-116 

4. The panelists in both futures refer to a speech by South Africa actor Charlize Theron at the 
2016 AIDS Conference in Durban, South Africa, in which she said, “We value some lives 
more than others.”  Is she right?  Do we value some lives more than others? 

See pages 25, 115-116 



5. With sustained treatment, people living with HIV can achieve viral suppression, where 
they can no longer transmit HIV to others.  In addition to the obvious medical benefits, 
viral suppression also has psychological benefits.  Why? 

See pages 101, 164-165, 167 

6. Panelists in the losing future pointed to a rapid increase of new infections among young 
people in the 2020s.  What is the best way to prevent that from happening? 

See pages 35-37, 100-101 

7. Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP, a daily pill) prevents becoming infected by HIV.  Why 
might people at risk of HIV infection not use it? 

See page 167 

8. Several panelists said that criminalization of behavior that is related to HIV made the 
epidemic worse.  Why? 

See pages 33, 96 

9. The panelists in the losing future point to hostility by people in wealthy countries who 
resented having to pay such a large part of the cost of the global response to AIDS.  In 
your opinion, who should be responsible for funding the response to HIV and AIDS? 

See pages 19-26, 85-92 

10. In both futures, Ambassador Rogers talks about the boundaries between the marginalized 
and the rest of society.  How solid do you think those boundaries are? 

See pages 35, 104 

11. In the United States, the “hot spot” for HIV and AIDS is in the rural south.  Why do you 
think that is? 

See pages 159-161 

12. Globally, the “hot spot” for HIV and AIDS is eastern Europe, especially in Russia.  Why do 
you think that is? 

See pages 38, 50-51, 119, 155 

13. In the losing future, someone from the audience asks the panelists how they feel about 
losing the war against AIDS.  How would you feel if you were on the that panel? 

See pages 57-59 

14. The book presents two very different futures for the AIDS epidemic in 2030.  Which do 
you think is more likely?  Will we win or lose the war against AIDS?  Why? 

 


