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“While we have made enormous progress in the HIV response in many countries, we are not on track to end 
AIDS.  Barstow’s book shows the critical juncture the global community faces in turning the tide on the epidemic.  
Barstow’s message is both startling and clear: we must act now to reboot and recharge our efforts to deliver 
sustainable results for people and communities across the world.” 

PROFESSOR PETER PIOT – Director, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and Founding Executive 
Director, UNAIDS 

“David Barstow’s book is a must read for anyone who cares about the world’s collective conscience and future.  
In creative and compelling fashion Barstow presents the stark choice and moral imperative that confronts us to 
not only reverse the HIV and AIDS crisis but to end it.” 

REV. ADAM TAYLOR – Executive Director, Sojourners, Author of Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired Activism for 
a Post-Civil Rights Generation. 

“The HIV response has been one of the most successful in the history of public health. If we act now, we can get 
to the end. If we do not, history will not treat current policy makers well.” 

AMB. MARK DYBUL – Co-Director, Center for Global Health and Quality, Professor of Medicine, Georgetown 
University and Former Executive Director, The Global Fund 

“HIV, like a wolf at our door, doesn’t give up.  David Barstow’s book lays out two possible storylines based on the 
two possible choices the world might make.  One, is the ‘Doomsday’ scenario of terrible human suffering, and the 
other is the victorious ending where humanity ‘wins’ and the threat is averted.  We can write this next chapter, 
but what will we write?  The choice is ours to make.” 

RICHARD STEARNS – President Emeritus, World Vision US 

“The next decade will truly decide if we will end this epidemic in the U.S. and everywhere. It is a public health, 
public policy, and human rights imperative that Barstow knows well.” 

JESSE MILAN, JR. – President and CEO, AIDS United 

“The World Council of Churches supports David Barstow’s book ‘HIV and AIDS in 2030: A Choice Between Two 
Futures’ and has chosen the future where the faith community remains faithful to ending HIV and AIDS because 
it is a moral and Biblical imperative.”  

PROF. DR. ISABEL APAWO PHIRI – Deputy General Secretary for Public Witness and Diakonia, World Council 
of Churches 

 
 
  



www.AIDSTwoFutures.com 

Ending AIDS is doable, affordable, and would have huge human and economic benefits 
A remarkable, decades-long global effort has given us the capability to end AIDS as a public health threat. We 
have the tools for prevention, care, and treatment need to achieve this ambitious goal.  The additional $8 billion 
per year globally would generate economic returns over $460 billion for low- and middle-income countries. 
 
Ending AIDS is a choice for which the world has the resources and no excuse for not acting   
However, the global political will to end AIDS is weakening, raising the risk of a major resurgence of the 
epidemic in the 2020s, with millions of lives at stake. 
 
2030 will be a year of reckoning for the AIDS epidemic 
It will mark fifty years of the first new human pandemic in modern times and one of the worst pandemics in the 
history of the world.  In 2030, the 28th International AIDS Conference will doubtless include a panel of leaders 
looking back at what will be a fifty-year history of HIV and AIDS. What will the panelists say? 
• If HIV and AIDS have come back strongly in the 2020s, the panel will be called How We Lost the War Against 

AIDS, and the panelists will focus on the mistakes that led to a tragic humanitarian failure. 
• In a different future, a future in which HIV and AIDS are no longer threats to public health, the panel will be 

called How We Won the War Against AIDS, and the panelists will celebrate the wise decisions that led to a 
remarkable humanitarian triumph. 

 
In human terms the difference between the two futures couldn’t be more chilling 
• In the best-case “win” scenario the current 900,000 annual AIDS deaths could be reduced to less than 

340,000, with just 260,000 new HIV cases each year. 
• In the worse-case “lose” scenario the death toll could rise to over 1.4 million per year, with a staggering 1.9 

million new cases of HIV each year. 
 
Faith leaders and communities can be strong vital partners in ending AIDS 
• Faith-based institutions have long been important providers of HIV services, and they must continue to play 

this role as long as the epidemic continues. 
• Strong advocacy by prominent religious leaders, stressing the moral urgency of acting now to end AIDS, can 

serve as a much-needed global conscience. 
• Faith communities can be instrumental in reducing stigma, supporting adherence to treatment, educating 

and empowering young people, reducing gender-based violence, and reaching out to the marginalized. 
 

The window of opportunity is closing, but it is not too late to choose a future in which… 
…HIV and AIDS are no longer global health threats 

o Strong American leadership is vital to maintain global commitment and ensure adequate funding. 
o Universal access to HIV prevention and treatment services – provided without judgment, stigma, 

discrimination, or fear of criminal prosecution – will ensure that all who need help will receive it, 
including marginalized and vulnerable populations. 

o Education and empowerment of young people will prevent a dramatic rise in new HIV infections. 
…the HIV epidemic in the United States is over 

o Robust funding for the new U.S. Ending the AIDS Epidemic program will dramatically reduce new HIV 
infections in the United States. 

o Further health coverage expansion would help ensure that HIV services are available to all, even in 
the context of the shifting demographics of the epidemic in the United States. 

o Basing policies for HIV education, prevention, testing, and treatment services on scientific evidence 
will ensure that they are the most effective. 
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ADDITIONAL PRAISE FOR HIV AND AIDS IN 2030 

“If we needed a wakeup call, here it is. ‘Two Futures’ smacks its readers with the mirror Barstow wants us all to 
face, asking everyone to own up to her role in finally ending AIDS.” 

LOYCE PACE, MPH – President and Executive Director, Global Health Council 

“David Barstow’s book represents the much-awaited prophetic voice of global conscience, convening forum and 
advocacy platform for global collective action towards ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic with the fierce urgency of 
now!” 

PETER YEBOAH – Executive Director, Christian Health Association of Ghana(CHAG) and Chair, Africa 
Christian Health Associations Platform (ACHAP) 

“Dr David Barstow has been unrelenting in his fight against HIV and AIDS related stigma and discrimination. In 
his book, ‘HIV and AIDS in 2030: A Choice Between Two Futures,’ he outlines the two possible trajectories. We, as 
faith communities, have a choice. We can win the battle if we stand and work together towards a future without 
AIDS. A future without AIDS is possible!!” 

REV. PHUMZILE MABIZELA – Executive Director, INERELA+ (International Network of Religious Leaders Living 
with or Personally Affected by HIV or AIDS) 

“We've made a commitment to bringing HIV and AIDS under control by 2030, and we know how.  Not to do so is 
a policy choice—and a policy failure—with tragic consequences." 

AMB. JIMMY KOLKER – Former U.S. Ambassador to Uganda and former Chief of HIV/AIDS Section, UNICEF 

“David Barstow imagines two futures: one where we succeed, and one where we do not. Success means saving 
millions of lives and will only happen if governments, civil society and the extensive faith community networks 
work together to mobilize policy and resources to bring HIV under control.   We must keep our eye on the ball…” 

DOUG FOUNTAIN – Executive Director, Christian Connections for International Health 

“We must return to the sense of urgency and recharge our efforts. Barstow makes it clear the heavy price the 
world will pay for not doing so.”  

DR. MICHAEL MERSON – Author, The AIDS Pandemic: Searching for a Global Response and Professor of 
Global Health, Duke University 

“Thanks to a remarkable global effort, and the advocacy led by people living with HIV, we have made 
tremendous progress against HIV and AIDS.  The end is in sight and we know how to get there.  But as Barstow 
makes clear, we will only get there if we choose to do so and if we persist to the end.  Faith leaders and 
communities are crucial to that choice and to that persistence.” 

JACEK TYSZKO – UNAIDS Senior Advisor for Faith Engagement 
 
  

“David Barstow deftly combines the meticulous attention to order and detail that you would expect from a 
scientist with the persistence and passion for action you would expect from an activist.” 

From the Foreword by DR. JONATHAN D. QUICK 
     Adjunct Professor of Global Health, Duke Global Health Institute 
     Author of The End of Epidemics:  The Looming Threat to Humanity and How to Stop It 
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SUPPORTED CHARITIES 
 
Portions of the profits from sales of this book will be donated to selected organizations whose work is helping us 
win the war against AIDS, including: 
 

 

AIDS United’s mission is to end the AIDS epidemic in the United States. We 
seek to fulfill our mission through strategic grantmaking, capacity 
building, policy/advocacy, technical assistance and formative research. 

 

The Common Voice Pledge is an interreligious expression of advocacy and 
commitment that can be used in worship services or other events related 
to the religious response to HIV and AIDS.  The Common Voice Pledge was 
developed with the help of the World Council of Churches – Ecumenical 
Advocacy Alliance. 

 
 
AUTHOR    David R. Barstow is a computer scientist turned AIDS activist. After 
earning a PhD in Artificial Intelligence from Stanford University, David spent the next 
30 years as a college professor, industrial research scientist, internet entrepreneur, 
and business consultant.  A remark by Bono at a 2006 Christian leadership 
conference prompted him to change directions. Since then, David has focused his 
time and energy on strengthening the religious response to the AIDS epidemic.  He is 
the founder of EMPACT Africa, a Christian non-profit dedicated to helping pastors in 
southern Africa deal with the stigma of HIV and AIDS.  He has worked with the United 
States Department of State to strengthen reporting about HIV stigma in the annual 
Human Rights Report and with the World Council of Churches at the United Nations 
to advocate a strengthened global response to HIV and AIDS.  Most recently, he has 
coordinated the Common Voice initiative, an interreligious movement of advocacy 
and action to end AIDS. 
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